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Warne 


Potter, Beatrix 
THE TALE OF LITTLE PIG ROBINSON $ 85 
First published by McKay in America in 1930 in a larger edition, this delicate 
toying with the "Owl and the Pussycat Fable" by the First Lady of children's literature, 
has now been capsuled to the famous Warne-Potter size. Although on a second reading we 
feel that neat and freshly-scrubbed Robinson is far removed from the wild cousin on the 
island of the Bong tree, this is a must for the Potter shelf. (Publ). 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


d'Aulaire, Ingri & Edgar Doubleday 
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN $2.50 


I am- perhaps - out of step with the majority, in preferring those of the d‘Aulaire 
picture books dealing with Norway to those with historical American figures. Their glowing 
and lavish illustrations- full page lithographs, and the decorative marginal drawings, many 
in full color, seem somehow particularly out of key with the character of the shrewd Dr. 
Franklin. There's considerable "color" too in the recounting of the boyhood, but the spirit 
of the telling will carry many small readers along - readers who are not ready for some of 
the shadings that make Franklin's life so overflowing. A beautiful book, heavy board, re- 
enforced binding - and top grade merchandise. (Publ). 


Commager, Henry Steele- fd. Random House 
THE SECOND ST. NICHOLAS ANTHOLOGY $5.00 


* The extraordinary success of the first St. Nicholas Anthology paves the way for a 
second. And once again, the nostalgic element in its appeal will "win friends and influence” 
readers: Old favorites, regretfully omitted from volume one, make their appearance here. I 
particularly rejoiced to find The Peterkins' Christmas Tree - generous inclusion of Davy 
and the Goblinand Two Biddicut Boys - some enchanting (and forgotten) Frank Stockton stor- 
ies - more Palmer Cox Brownies - fditha’s Burglar (what delightful shudders that recalled) - 
a few that seem a bit sophisticated for those days. There is the same judicious balance of 
adventure, sports, historical romance, family stories, verse, humor, fantasy, animal stories, 
nature, a few non-fiction pieces - and just a sampling from the St. Nicholas League. The 
pictures are from the old St. Nicholas too. A honey of a book, which will be. bought for 
Christmas giving- and kept for the home book shelf. Even the binding,- green cloth, with 
omen red and gold stamping, red top - and heavy cellophane wraparound - is an invitation. 

Publ). 
Lillie, Amy Morris Westminster 
I WILL BUILD MY CHURCH $2.50 


The author's enthusiasm for the Christian church cannot be questioned, although 
this presentation will not inspire early risings on Sunday morning. With unbelievable young- 
sters straight from Ovaltine ads, and an elephantinely coy clergyman, as interlocutors, the 
author tells the story of the Church through the work of the apostles, saints and mission- 
aries. Some meaty and valuable information here, unfortunately sunk in soggy Sunday School 
prose. Norman Guthrie Rudolph's portraits of the great men of the church are compelling, 
although the traditional setting is stodgily lifeless. Color plates. (Publ). 


Child Study Association, selected by Whitman 
CHILDREN'S STORIES $1.00 


Another first rate collection of stories and poems for young children, to be read 
aloud. Time-tested stories and plenty of them. Favorite fables and legends, animal stories 
and tales about modern "personalities" such as steam engines, trolley cars and automobiles. 
However, the emphasis is on the old stories which the reader will remember from his child- 
hood = The North Wind and the Sun, The Bell of Atri, Dick Whittington and His Cat etc. 
Stories by Alice Dalgliesh, Eleanor Frances: Lattimore, Wanda Gag and others provide the 
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contemporary touch. Sketches of the decorative curlycue school by Theresa Kalab, and a 
peculiarly old-fashioned format reminiscent of the Chatterbox books. (Publ). 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN - Fiction 


Lantern Press 


Furman, A. L.- fd 
YOUNG READERS DOG STORIES $2.50 
A collection of nine dog stories, brief, well-developed with a minimum of senti- 
mentality. There are stories of brave dogs - a great Irish wolfhound who towed a drifting 
row boat to shore, a brave-hearted setter who outscored a champion pointer in a field trial, 
a dog who rescued a drowning man and a dog who died fighting a wild cat (we might have 
omitted this violent tale). Then some lovable clowns - Lucy who was never a lady, the 
Tramp who gave a blood transfusion, and Barker Blake, who led the dogs in the neighborhood 
after Sammy the paperboy in a parade to city hall. With the exception mentioned above, a 
readable affectionate tribute to dogs and their young owners. Bad, inaccurate illustrations. 


(11/10). 
TWELVE TO FIFTEEN - Fiction 


Caxton 


Evernden, Margery 
THE SWORD WITH THE GOLDEN HILT $3.00 

Warfare, honor and brotherhood in this rather wavering novel about two Viking boys, 
by the author of the excellent Anight of Florence. Sigurd Sturlason and his cousin, lame 
Erling, find themselves in comradely competition for a beautiful sword with a golden nilt 
offered by their grandfather for a brave act. Sigurd is awarded the sword, but subsequent 
events when Sigurd fights in a lost cause for the deposed King of Norway against Danish 
usurpers and is seriously wounded, prove that Erling has not only wisdom but courage and 
devotion. On the whole a disappointment - the boys are lifelessly noble and the lack of 
distinctive period detail and solid action impair its quality. And why did the author side- 
step a Viking battle! The illustrations by William Soles are badly drawn. (Publ). 


Bowen, Robert Sidney Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
BLOCKING BACK $2.00 


More chicanery in professional football with a noble hero who scores heavily on 
the gamblers. Johnny Marsh, losing out on a promised job in marine architecture upon his 
graduation from college, and faced with the expenses of his mother's operation, signs with 
shifty-eyed Frank Gates, coach of the New York Bisons at half the salary he was previously 
offered. He finds himself backing plays for Curt Saunders, who was in the habit of pushing 
Johnny into the background, even in college. However, an overheard conversation convinces 
Johnny that Curt and Gates are in on a gambling racket, and a final game in which Johnny 
aon i fast thinking and clever playing nooses the pair. Could do with more football. 

Publ). 
TWELVE TO FIFTEEN - Non-fiction 


Roosevelt, Eleanor & Ferris, Helen Doubleday 
PARTNERS-THE UNITED NATIONS AND YOUTH $2.50 


** Young people are idealists - and this book measures up to their ideals. From 
twelve on up, here are stories of boys and girls in far flung parts of "one world" whose 
faith is being rebuilt through one phase or another of the United Nations. Here are lost 
children from concentration camps restored to their families; here are homes rebuilt by 
sacrifice and cooperation of children and adults; here are schools and books, food and 
friendship, new ways of life with greater hope for the future. In superb text and stunning 
pictures, here is the perfect tribute to the fifth birthday of U.N., closing with a moving 
interpretation of the Declaration of Human Rights. Oversize-4 color end-papers showing 
the UN flags. J.L.G. (Nov.) 
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Adams, Samuel Hopkins Random House 
THE PONY EXPRESS: 4 Landmark Book $1.50 










































@ * A dashing, dramatic account of the thrilling nineteen months of the operation of 
the Pony Express, by the popular and prolific author and historian. Again as in 7he Cali- 
fornia Gold Rush the excitement of the old west is caught in brief anecdotal episodes and 
a simply realized historical setting. The author follows the Pony Express from its forma- 
tion by Russell, Majors and Waddell, through the elaborate preparations - buying the best 
horses, hiring the finest riders, acquiring the necessary equipment; the start on April 3rd, 
1860, from St. Joseph and San Francisco with bands playing and people cheering the enter- 
prise that would strengthen the link between East and West in the least possible time; the 

- months of storms, Indians, and unbelievable heroism in men and horses - to the ignominious 
end, with government support of another enterprise, lack of funds and the jailing of one 
of the partners. A vivid tribute to one of the most romantic episodes in our history. 
Handsome two color illustrations by Leej Ames. (Publ). 


Reynolds, Quentin Random House 
THE WRIGHT BROTHERS: A Landmark Book $1.50 


* A readable and highly creditable account of the boyhood and early manhood of the 
pioneers in American aviation, by the master journalist. Through episodes and conversations 
which are plausible enough, the author follows the enterprising brothers from their first 
adventures in construction, when- aided by their mother, they made a sled with a minimum 
of "wind resistance", through experiments with kites, printing presses, bicycles and a 
glider, to the famous take-off at Kitty Hawk in 1903 with an engine- glider. However, the 
author has created also two likeable young men, eager, inquiring, persistent both in busi- 
ness and scientific projects. With characteristic thoroughness and a solid basis of practi- 
cal experience, the brothers. hypothesized, experimented, chose and rejected so as to re- 

® alize their dream of flying. A lively boost for aspiring scientists, inventors and avia- 
tors. Two color illustrations by Jacob Landau - long on planes and gliders - short on 
humans. (Publ). 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Dickson, Marguerite Nelson 
STAIRWAY TO THE SKY $2.50 


The author of Turn in the Road and other books for girls here puts her young hero- 
ine through the sturm und drang of a writing career, with assorted attendant problems in 
human relationships. Christine Meredith, living with her elderly cousin Retta and Felix in 
Brooklyn, finds she must fight every step of the way with irascible cousin Retta for the 
things she wants - the job in the book store with understanding John Summerfield, a break 
with Hugo, who wants to marry her and run her life, and most of all, an opportunity to write. 
Finally Christine scores on all points and wins the confidence of the bitter, disappointed 
woman who had to give up her musical career because of arthritis. With some preliminary 
success in the writing game and the love of John Summerfield, Chris is on the way to a bright 
future. Some sound values here and a clear view of complicated relationships, with an em- 
phasis on hard work as a prerequisite to success. Good reading, too. (Publ). 


Santee, Ross Scribner 
RUSTY: A Cowboy of the Old West $2.50 


A revised edition of The Bubbling Spring published last year (report P. 331 1949)- 
for young people. Although this story of a boy's formative years in the old West and how he 
@ learned the ways of the plains and mountains, may be too discursive for some, there is a 
tangy feel of the fascinating cowboy era that is sure to appeal. Wonderful pen and ink 
sketches by the author. (Publ). 
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Roosevelt, Eleanor & Ferris, Helen Doubleday 
PARTNERS- The United Nations and Youth $2.50 










